
Polling Place Workers 

By: Kelly Schroeder, Pine County Auditor-Treasurer 

As you are visiting your polling place, you will notice polling place workers at different stations 

throughout.  These polling place workers are officially called “election judges” and are trained citizens 

who are hired by the city or township to staff the polling place.  The number of election judges serving in 

a polling place varies by election and typically the number of registered voters for that polling place.  In 

Pine County, there are some polling places that serve as few as approximately 60 voters, which would 

require far fewer election judges than the biggest polling place that serves as many as roughly 1,950 

voters.    

Additionally, within a polling place, there must be “party balance”.  What this means is that if there is an 

even number of election judges serving, there can be no political party with more election judges 

serving than another.  If there is an odd number of election judges serving, there can be a political party 

that has a “+1”.  Election judges can also serve as an unaffiliated (no political party preference); 

however, these judges cannot be used to balance out a political party.  For example, if there were four 

election judges serving, two of which were affiliated with the Republican Party, the other two judges 

would need to be affiliated with a different political party and could not be unaffiliated.  However, in a 

counter example, if there were four election judges serving, one which was affiliated with the 

Republican Party, one of which was affiliated with the DFL party, the other two judges could serve as 

unaffiliated.  In Minnesota, there are currently four major political parties: Democratic-Farmer-Labor, 

Republican, Legal Marijuana Now, and Grassroots Legal Cannabis.      

The basic qualifications to serve as an election judge are that you must eligible to vote in Minnesota and 

be able to read, write, and speak English.  The election judges must also complete a training of at least 

two hours in length every two years.  Once trained and hired by a city or township to serve, election 

judge serve in a variety of “jobs” in the polling place.  Those jobs are as follows: greeter judge (optional), 

voter registration judge, roster judge, ballot judge, and tabulator judge (if a tabulator is used).  In 

smaller polling places, some of these jobs might be combined (for example, the voter registration and 

roster judge), and in larger polling places, some of these jobs will be split up (for example, multiple 

roster judges).   

State law allows you to receive time paid off from work to serve as an election judge as long as you 

notify your employer in writing 20 days prior to serving.  Employers may only deduct the amount you 

are paid for serving from your normal daily pay and cannot require you to take a vacation day to serve 

as an election judge.  The positions for the November 8, 2022 are primarily filled; however, if you have 

interest for future years, you may email elections@co.pine.mn.us and we will put you on a list for future 

information.  


